- The Historical Winter 2014
Official Newsletter Talent Historical Society

105 Market Street, Talent, Oregon 97540 Mailing Address: P. O. Box 582
talenthistory@gmail.com We are a tax free 501C3 Organization

Jackson County's Republicans Have a Unique 1856 History

In the Eden Precinct (Talent & Phoenix area)

The Republican party was. founded by anti-slavery activists in 1854, it
dominated politics nationally for most of the period from 1860 to 1932. But it
wasn't until 1856 that a candidate for the presidency of the United States ran as a
representative of the Republican party. That candidate was John C.Fremont, the
western explorer. ,

According to an article by Walter C. Woodward published in 1911 in The_

g Quarterly of the Oregon Historical Society: ‘

"The first Oregon counterpart of the action of Eastern
anti-Nebraska men in assuming the name of 'Republican party,'
early in 1856, is found in Jackson County in May of the same
year. It was a nominating convention of 'the Republicans of
Jackson county' and was held at Lindley's school house, in
Eden precinct. H. Colver addressed the meeting, 'showing the
aims, object and principals of the Republican movement.' After
an expression that old dividing issues had passed away or had
now faded into insignificance before the one great question,
the meeting adopted a ringing platform. It declared freedom to

| be national, slavery sectional; that the power of the Federal
e Government should be exerted to prohibit slavery in every.
territory of the United States. However, in the next sentence,
it was affirmed that the people are the rightful source of all
political power and that officers, as far as practicable, should
be chosen by a direct vote of the people. This is suggestive of
what a strong appeal one phase of the doctrine of popular
sovereignty made to Oregonians generally. It is rather suggestive
that the first Republican meeting in Oregon was held in the southern




3
2d, "That Congress has no power over slavery in the several States; but that outside
of State jurisdiction, the power of the Federal Government should be exerted to
secure Life, Liberty, and Happiness to all men; and therefore that there should be
meither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except for the punishment of crime, in
any territory of the United States."” (Note: Oregon at that time was a territory.)

3d, "That the people are the rightful source of all political power; and officers, as
far as practicable, should be chosen by a direct vote of the people."

4th, "That candidates for political offices should be men of undoubted integrity and
sobriety; and pledged to the support of the principles contained in these
resolutions, by all lawful and constitutional means."

- This report was taken up, each resolution separately, and unanimously

adopted.
Then the Committee on Candidates reported the following names, which

~were unanimously accepted as the nominees of the meeting:(Note:This is a direct quote.)

For joint Representation. for Jackson and Josephine, Dr. Wm. Miller.
For Jackson County alone:

Representatives - J. M. McCall, and J. W. McCully.

Sheriff - James T. Glenn.

County Commisioners - Isaac Constance and D. E. Stearns

School Superintendent - Samuel Stearns

County Surveyor - B. F. Myer

County Assessor - A. G. Rockfellow

And then on a motion of D. Geiger: ‘

“Resolved, that we request the publication of the proceedings of this meeting
in the Table Rock Sentinel and Oregon Argus.On motion the meeting was
adjourned sine die.” '

(Signed:)

D. F. STEARNS, Chairman.
A. G. ROCKFELLOW, Secretary.

As noted earlier, nearly all the individuals named above were from the Eden
Precinct, and history shows that these men were dominant citizens in the Upper
Bear Creek valley.









Hiram Colver Had a Big Impact on the Upper Bear Creek Valley

October 20, 1850, marked the day that Hiram Colver arrived in Oregon
according to his Donation Land Claim application, a land claim that was adjacent
to his brother Samuel Colver's donation land claim. The Colver land claims were
near and included today's city of Phoenix. Hiram Colver, a lawyer by occupation,
made his land claim on 13 January 1852.

Hiram was born in 1819 in Irwin, Union County Ohio, to Samuel and
Rachel Colver. He was admitted to the bar in Ohio in 1845. He originally settled
in the southern part of the Willamette Valley, but moved his wife and children to
his Jackson County land claims in 1853. Eli K. Anderson in a deposition dated 19
September 1853 indicated that

“he was in no way interested in the tract or tracts of land
claimed by Hiram Colver, particularly described in the = **
_..annexed Igotlﬁcatlontte the Surveyor General:of Oregon,
and stated that he was personally acquainted with Hiram
Colver, and knew that he had personally resided upon
- and cultivated the said tract of land continuously from
~ the twentieth day of January 1852 to the 19" day of
September 1853”
This statement was required because the land had not yet been surveyed. E. K.
Anderson was an adjacent land owner. The quotation above was signed in the
the presence of Edward Sheil, U. S. District Clerk on October 29, 1853. Hiram
claimed 640 acres of land just south of the butte in the south part of the present city
of Phoenix, and on the west side of Bear Creek, then known as Stewart River.
Incidentally, that butte was covered with pine, frees in 1853. Hiram's,land claim
also included a hot.spring. His claim was bounded on. the nonth hy the claim of his
brother Samuel Colver on the west by W. M. Lynch and op the south by the
claims of Woodrow Reams and Chase and Nelson D.Smith. “

At the time, Hiram was married to Maria, and they had five children:

Maria, Hiram, Solon Abi, and Martha. He and Maria were married on April 10,
1841, in Madlson County, Ohio. In 1855, leam built a frame house for his family
for by that date several sawmills had been established in the upper Bear Creek
valley—one in Ashland, one in Talent, and one in Phoenix which was then called
“Gassburg.” In 1856,Hiram Colver served in Company A, First Recruiting
Battalion of the Second Regiment, Oregon Mounted Volunteers during the Rogue
River Indian War. |

Politically, Hiram Colver was instrumental in the first effort to establish the
Republican Party in the state of Oregon (Note the begmmng artlcle in this issue of
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