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Talent Historical Society 
P.O. Box 582 
Talent, OR  97540 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

June 4   THS Board Meeting      6:00 pm     At the Museum          

June 11  Tuesday Evening at the Museum  6:30 - 8:30 pm  Special Presentation by Talent     

                 Elementary School - Outdoor Discover Program (held at Talent Community Center) 

June 27  Talent Quality Book Club     6:30 - 8:30 pm  At the Museum 

June 29  Talent Poker Tour       1:00 - 9:30 pm  At the Museum 

July 9   THS Board Meeting      6:00 pm    At the Museum  

July 23  Tuesday Evening at the Museum  6:30 - 8:00 pm  Jan Wright - Psychic History of Talent 

June 27  Talent Quality Book Club     6:30 - 8:30 pm  At the Museum 

Aug. 13  THS Board Meeting      6:00 pm    At the Museum 

Aug. 22  Talent Quality Book Club     6:30 - 8:30 pm  At the Museum 

Aug. 27  NO Tuesday Evening at the Museum TEAM will return on 4th Tuesday of September 

Aug. 31  Talent Poker Tour       1:00 - 9:00 pm  At the Museum 

Something YOU can do to help! 
If you do any shopping on Amazon.com, use the link below to enter the Amazon 
website.  The price doesnôt change, but the Historical Society receives a donation 
from each purchase.  Any purchases you make will help support the Talent Histori-
cal Society and its projects.    Thanks!!     
  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-1125614 

Just a reminder that you can check the 
top, right hand corner of the address 
label on this issue of the Historacle to 
see when itôs time for you to renew!  
The date will tell you when your mem-
bership expires. 
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By Robin Cook 
 Her name was Edith Cochran. She 
became the librarian for the Talent 
Branch in December 1933. She earned 
five dollars a month. In November 1934, 
the people elected Edith the new city 
recorder for Talent. Her new position 
became effective in January 1935, with a 
monthly salary of ten dollars. For the 
next five years Edith continued working 
as both the librarian and the recorder. 
Sometime between November 13 and 
December 3, 1940, Edith Cochran mar-
ried C. R. Coffman. By Apri1 1941, She 
had resigned from her librarian position, 
but she remained the city recorder for the 
next five years. In January 1943, Edithôs 
husband, Roy, became one of the six 
newly elected councilmen for Talent. 
Within four months he was elected town 
marshal beginning Apri1 6, 1943, earn-
ing a salary of $150 a month. For the 
next three years the Coffmans would 
continue to be involved in the town of 
Talent. On July 16, 1946, during a spe-
cial session town council meeting, both 
resigned. Their reason for leaving is un-
known, but by August 1946, the names 
of Edith and Roy Coffman had dis-
appeared from the city council minutes 
never to be mentioned again. Over time, 
the names of Edith and Roy have been 
forgotten, but a part of their lives repre-
sents a history reflected in a building that 
they were so much a part of for one hun-
dred years this building has stood in the 
heart of Talent. This building is known 
today as the Talent Community Center. 1 
 Originally, this building had been the 
Talent Elementary School. It was the 

third schoolhouse built in the Talent 
community. In 1899, School District 
#22 saw a need for another school in an 
area where the population was the great-
est ï in the center of town. In September 
1899, a local businessman and real   
estate investor, C. K. Klum, sold the 
property at the comer of I and Main 
Street to the School District for $200.2 
By December of that year the construc-
tion of the building had begun. It cost 
approximately $1,500 to build the two-
room Schoolhouse.3 The school was 
constructed of wood, built upon a stone 
foundation. Its vernacular style and ga-
bled roofs reflected the common archi-
tectural design of the late 19th century.4 
The new facility was equipped with the 
necessary amenities Six water closets, 
all in good condition; good ventilation; 
good water, available at the neighbors; 
and a wood shed on the premises con-
taining a good supply of wood. Also 
provided was a sufficient supply of 
brooms, water pails, cups, chalk, black-

boards, and teacher tables.5 The school 
was ready to open its doors. 
 The completion of the new school at 
the tum of the century marked the begin-
ning of a three-month term for the pupils 
in Talent. Two teachers, each earning a 
salary of $40, taught in the two-room 
schoolhouse.6 The courses taught includ-
ed reading (first through fifth), 
orthography, penmanship, primary and 
advanced arithmetic (mental and written), 
primary geography, comprehensive geog-
raphy, primary and advanced grammar, 
United States history, physiology and 
hygiene, vocal music, and drawing.7 The 
exact number of children who attended 
this first year is not clear, but according 
to the information gathered in a census 
report, the ages of these children ranged 
from five years to nineteen years.8      
Attendance varied from as little as one 
day up to fifty-eight days.9 Students 
wanting to further their education beyond 
the elementary level had to go elsewhere, 
usually to Ashland.10 For the next decade, 

Talent School and students about 1908 

A One-Hundred Year History of the Talent Community Center 

This article was written as a paper for 
Dr. Karen Gernantôs History 298 class 
at SOU, submitted on 11 March 1999 
by Robin Cook. It is reprinted here 
with the authorôs kind permission. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-1125614
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Talent 
Historical  
Society 

 

 
 The Talent Historical Society 
researches and preserves the 
history of the Talent area in 
Southern Oregon.  We offer a 
collection of historical archives to 
help local residents and visitors 
become better acquainted with 
our areaôs rich history. 
 We are members of the 
Jackson County Heritage 
Association; a group of heritage 
nonprofits dedicated to the 
collection, preservation, and 
interpretation of Southern 
Oregonôs cultural history. 
 
We operate a museum and 
meeting place located at: 
 
105 North Market Street 
Talent, Oregon 
 
The museum is open Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm.  
 
General Business Address: 
 P.O. Box 582 
 Talent, OR  97540 
 

Phone Number: (541) 512-8838 
Email:  info@talenthistory.org 
Web Page: www.talenthistory.org 
 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/
talenthistory/ 
 
The Historacle is published  
quarterly. 
 
Editor/layout: Ron Medinger 
   
 
 

Honorary Lifetime Memberships 
 

      Bob Casebeer       Jan Wright          Susan Moulder           Katherine Harris 

 

Memberships since Last Issue 
 

 

New Members: 
  
 Ruth Ansara        Jenni Beck 
 Susan (Hartley) Andrews    Judith Ann Richards 
 Ollie & Courtney Bucolo    Elizabeth Dimick 
 Summer Fessenden      Allison French & Emily Minah 
 Heather Gleason-Biesanz    Mary & Ted Tsui 
 Daniel Wise 

  
 

Renewals: 
  
 Kurt Bailey        Nick Medinger & Jana Sweet 
 Bill & Carolyn Cecil      Marie Morehead 
 Joel Goldman        Rick & Yolanda Nagel 
 Christopher & Melody Knox   Nancy Olson-Jones 
 Marilyn Lee        Ryan & Carly Pederson 
 Ron & Stella Medinger  
   
  

Lifetime Memberships: 
  
 Marla Cates & Jan Ritter     Margay Garrity 
 Bud & MaryLouise Gleim    Al Nijenhuis 
 Edwin McManus & Family    Michael Mills 
 George Kramer       Jack Latvala 
 Matt & Antoinette Lichtenstein   Wanda Perdue 
 Lunette Gleason-Fleming    Poppie Beveridge 
 John Wahl         Brent Thompson 
 Janice A. Napoleon      Jim Bradley & Patricia Remencuis 
 Gladys Fortmiller 
 
 
 

Additional Donation: 
  
 Brent Thompson        
  

 

Museum Hours: 
 

Saturday & Sunday 
 

1:00  to 5:00 pm 
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Talent Historical Society Board of Directors:  
  

Ron Medinger   President - Membership Chair 
Willow McCloud  Vice-President  - Art/Design Chair   
Jan Wright    Secretary - Historian  
Theodora Blom  Treasurer 
Emmalisa Whalley Webmaster 
Debra Moon   Board Member 
Bob Casebeer   Board Member - Emeritus 
 

The Talent Historical Society Membership Application 

 The Talent Historical Society was founded in 1994 as a non-profit organization dedicated to collecting, 
preserving and interpreting the history of the Talent area in Southern Oregon.  By becoming a member of the 
Society, you provide valuable support of the Societyôs ongoing work.   
 To become a member, please select a membership level, complete the form below, and return the 
completed form along with your membership payment.  All memberships, regardless of level, are greatly 
appreciated. 

 
The Monthly Talent Historical Society 
Board Meeting is held on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the 
museum building at 105 North Market 
Street, Talent, Oregon 
 
All interested persons are invited to attend. 

 
Name_______________________________________________________Date_______________________ 
 
Mailing/Street Address___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________________________ e-mail_________________________________________ 
 
Member Type:     [   ]  New    [   ]  Renewing 
 
Membership Level:  [   ]  Junior (12-18) - $10 [   ]  Individual - $20  [   ]  Lifetime Individual - $200 
        [   ]  Business - $50   [   ]  Family - $30       [   ]  Lifetime Family - $300 
        [   ]  Individual/Family Sponsorship - $100 or more   
        [   ]  Business Sponsorship - $100 or more   
        Donation in addition to membership:   $_____________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed:   $_______________ 
 
Dues include our quarterly newsletter:  The Historacle 
Check if you want it sent: electronically by email in lieu of paper.  [   ]  
                                          or by regular mail via post office             [   ]    
 
[   ]  If you would like to volunteer to help in any way, please check the box, and we will contact you.   
 
Please make checks payable to:     Talent Historical Society 
Send completed form along with payment to:    Talent Historical Society 
                  P.O  Box 582 
Thank you!               Talent, OR  97540 
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 ñTalent Grade School for grades 1-3 was built in 1949 and is still in use today as part of the Talent Elementary School. When 
this photograph was taken, the big brick school still stood next door, where grades 4-8, the cafeteria, library and principalôs office 
were located.ò 
 
 From ñImages of America - Talentò by Jan Wright of the Talent Historical Society, page 110.  This book may be ordered 
through our online store or purchased directly at the Museum.  The price is just $14.95.  This must have book documents Talentôs 
early history through images and text and is published by Arcadia Publishing as part of its Images of America series. 

The Talent Historical Society is a 
qualified Oregon Nonprofit participant 
of the Oregon Cultural Trust, and we 
encourage your support of this innova-
tive, uniquely Oregon organization.  
For more information, please go to 
culturaltrust.org. 

We are grateful and delighted with the following donated items for our 
collection. Please visit the museum to see many of these things already 
on display. 
 
  - Sam Charters donated an ashtray from the Par-a-dise Motel in Talent; a 1919 Jack-
son County Farm Bureau Newspaper; and a photo of orchard workers. 
  - Nils Olaf Soderback generously donated a handmade display case with items found 
during an extensive remodel within the walls of his house on Anderson Creek Road. 
Included in the case were wallpaper and newspaper fragments, a spoon, marbles, an 
1880s school book, square nails and a medicine bottle.   
  - Suzanne Seiber donated a set of salt and pepper shakers imprinted with ñSeiberôs 
Farmerôs Marketò  
  - Shane Bolz donated a framed painting of the old brick school in Talent and a 1944 
ñSenior Memoriesò booklet from Talent High School student, Everett Taylor. 
  - Cherie Brooks offered an 1890s photograph of Oregon Trail Pioneers. 
  - Luana and Don Perry gave us an 1878 ñIrish Chainò patchwork quilt and a wooden 
cradle. 
  - Marla Cates brought in an old garden dibble they found at their home when they 
purchased it. 
 

 Thanks to all of these folks for thinking of us.  We appreciate your 
donations. 

Accessions 
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Presidentôs Message  
 by Ron Medinger 

 

 The main article in this issue of the Historacle is about my favorite building 
in Talent, the 1899 Schoolhouse, now known as Talentôs Historic Town Hall.  
All Talentians should realize the historic value of this building.  As you read the 
article, you will find how it has served and been the heart of our little city for 
120 years.  
 I served on the Talent Community Center Restoration Commission in the 
late 1990ôs preparing this fine building for itôs 100th birthday.  Iôve got a lot of 
time, effort, labor and love wrapped up in our Historic Town Hall and can testi-
fy that it just exudes Talent history.  Iôve also been a charter member of the Tal-
ent Historical Society since its inception in 1994. 
 When I joined the THS board in late 2014, I had three goals.  Improve the 
financial health of the Society, increase membership and the most relevant to 
this writing, try my very best to see if Talentôs Historic Town Hall could be-
come the permanent home of the Talent Historical Society Museum. 
 I couldnôt imagine a more appropriate use of this historic structure than to 
help continue promoting Talentôs unique story. 
 Anybody interested in helping me? 

Tuesday Evening 
at the Museum 

   The Talent Historical Society 
continues it series of presentations held 
on the fourth Tuesday of the month 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
   On March 26th Willow McCloud 
gave her presentation on ñRemembering 
History in our Backyard.ò This was a 
spectacular photo show featuring 
memories of past life in the Rogue 
Valley. Willow is an artistic 
photographer and had amazing and 
touching photos of many places dear to 
those who are familiar with the sites, 
and impressive to those who are new to 
the area. She had accumulated these 
photos over several years while 
exploring hidden historical gems.  
   Debra Moon offered the fascinating 
history of the Hooker Oak in Chico, 
California, on April 23rd. The amazing 
tree was world renowned and was the 
key factor in choosing Chico for the 
filming of the 1938 Warner Brothers 
technicolor film, Robin Hood, starring 
Errol Flynn. 
   On May 28th, Steve Brairton related 
the origin and history of the tower on 
his property, Towerview Vineyards. 
The tower, which is also a ñtiny house,ò 
was built by Steve and his family using 
the wood from the historic Rapp Barn. 
Steve brought samples of the 
construction used in the time period. It 
is a unique and fascinating structure in 
Talent, offering incredible views, a 
slide, a firemanôs pole, a zipline, and a 
secret room. Steve showed an HGTVôs 
professionally made video of the 
structure.  
   We are collaborating with Talent 
Elementary ODP for a ñHistory Nightò 
on June 11th at the new Talent 
Community Center. This event will 
replace our June TEAM meeting. 
   The Tuesday Evening at the Museum 
on July 23rd will be a presentation on 
the Psychic History of Talent by Jan 
Wright. Who knows who will show up 
for this psychic evening at the museum?      
   In August Tuesday Evening at the 
Museum will be on vacation, returning 
on the fourth Tuesday of September. 
All talks are held at our museum at 105 
North Market Street, Talent, unless 
otherwise noted.  The meetings are free 
and open to the public, and you need 
not be a member to attend.  

   A while back, Gerlinde Smith from the 
Talent Garden Club asked the THS Board 
if we would like to have a Pollinator Gar-
den on the park side of the museum 
building.  Of course we said, ñYES!ò 
   Gerlinde set to planning, asking for 
permissions, obtaining all sorts of beauti-
ful plants and then recruited fellow Gar-
den Club mem-
bers to help 
make it happen.  
We owe 
Gerlinde and her 
Garden Club 
crew many 
thanks for the 
spectacular gar-
den that resulted 
after many 
weeks work. 
    Gerlinde said 
she was looking 
forward to this 
project because 
it was the first 
time they were 
able to create a 
pollinator gar-
den that includ-
ed shady, partial 
shady and sunny 
sections.  

Talent Historical Society Museum receives 
its own Pollinator Garden thanks to Talent 

Garden Club members! 

   THS is looking for members who might be 
willing to volunteer to be on weed patrol for 
this newly landscaped area.  The garden is 
watered regularly by the irrigation system 
that waters the park area, so that issue is han-
dled.  Because of the layers of cotton sheets, 
cardboard and bark mulch applied after the 
planting was complete, weeding shouldnôt be 

too much of a prob-
lem either.  But we 
all know weeds will 
come and weôd like 
to know we have 
someone on stand-by 
for when that day 
happens.  If you 
would like to be one 
of the THS weeders 
stop on by the muse-
um and let us know.  
The museum is open 
on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons 
from 1:00 p.m. until 
5:00 p.m. and of 
course the Pollinator 
Garden is open all 
day everyday for the 
busy bees of Talent! 

 Garden Club Angels - Gerlinde Smith 
and Terri House. 
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